
Aviation overview & outlook

Autumn 2016



analytics@carbon60global.com

Aviation & Aerospace overview

The UK’s aerospace industry is a 

national success story; since 2010 it 

has grown 39%, turning over £31.1bn

annually, £27bn (87%) of which comes 

from UK exports.

The UK is the largest aerospace 

industry in Europe, second globally to 

the US.

The industry supports more than 3,000

companies across the UK, employing 

around 230,000 within the supply chain.

25,000 British R&D jobs depend on the 

UK aerospace sector.

The industry employs 128,300

employees with 153,900 indirect jobs.

In 2009 only 15% of companies 

employed apprentices. Now 60% of UK 

aerospace companies employ 

apprentices, making a total of 4,100.

The UK aerospace industry grew by 

6.5% in 2015.

Over the last 5 years productivity in UK 

Aerospace grew by around 30% 

compared to productivity growth across 

the economy which was up only 2%.

The average salary in the industry is 

£40,500, 50% more than the UK 

average.

Rolls Royce (Aerospace) was voted top 

UK employer of 2016 in the 

indeed.co.uk employee opinion survey.

1,397 aircraft delivered globally in 

2015, worth £23bn to the UK economy.

£27bn

£4bn

UK aviation trade turnover 
(£billion)

Exports Domestic Market

£31bn
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The UK has a strong order book of over 13,000 aircraft 

worth up to £195bn, equating to 9 years work-in hand for 

UK manufacturers.

Since 2010, there has been a 44% increase in the number 

of commercial aircraft deliveries. 

The anticipated rise in global aircraft traffic over the next 20 

years looks set to drive demand for more than 33,000 

commercial aircraft.

Greener, quieter and more economical aircraft worth over 

$5.5tn will be required over the next 20 years, this is 

expected to represent $5.5tn of global market opportunity.

Boeing has announced it will be making the UK its 

European hub for defence aircraft exports, training, 

maintenance, repair and overhaul.

As globalisation continues, it is estimated that the demand 

for new aircraft is at record levels – around 45,000 new 

aircraft and 40,000 helicopters are needed between now 

and 2032, worth over US $5tn.

Government R&D funding for 2013-26 now totals £1.95bn –

matched 100% by the industry for a combined total of 

£3.9bn. 
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Aviation & Aerospace outlook

Aerospace Growth Partnership

The UK has launched the Aerospace Growth Partnership (AGP)

which is a strategic partnership between government and industry 

which has been established to secure the future of the UK 

aerospace industry for the next 20 years and beyond.

Since implication, it is claimed by ADS that the AGP has changed 

global perceptions of the UK as a place to invest in aerospace. 

Going forward, AGP strategy will focus on increasing the global 

competitiveness of the UK supply chain.
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For more information please contact

Adam Knight, Market Analyst

01329 227048

analytics@carbon60global.com

Website:http://www.carbon60global.com/pages/default.aspx

Twitter: https://twitter.com/carbon60global

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/carbon60Recruitment

Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/company/126811

Contact us

Carbon60 is a specialist in providing flexible and cost effective engineering and technical 

people solutions on an international scale. We work in partnership through a combination of 

recruitment, managed services and outsourced projects to help connect the best industry 

professionals and teams to dynamic businesses across aviation, construction, government & 

defence. 
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