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Construction overview

The UK construction industry currently employs around 2.2 

million people which represents 6.6% of the total 

workforce.

Between Q2 & Q3 the output* in the construction sector 

declined by 1.1%. However compared to a year earlier, Q3 

(July to Sept) 2016 output was estimated to have 

increased 0.1%.

Downward pressure came from repair and maintenance 

which decreased by 3.4% and infrastructure which 

decreased by 7.7%.

Overall, new work was up 2%, boosted mainly by the 10.8% 

increase in new housing.

*Output

The amount of something 

produced by a person, machine, 

or industry
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Annual employment growth is projected to average 1.1% a 

year, and by 2020 the construction workforce should reach 

around 2.73 million, 5% below its 2008 peak.

The latest CITB report expects construction growth in every 

region in the UK; Wales 7.1% annual growth forecast, England 

2.5% and Scotland a 0.5%. With an annual UK average 

increase of 2.5%, driven by the infrastructure and private 

housing sectors, these figures are encouraging.

According to the latest Government labour market data there 

are currently around 25,000 construction jobs needing to be 

filled, 7.6% more than this time last year.

Over 230,000 new workers are needed in the next five years. 

With housing output forecast to grow, and ambitious 

Government targets across the UK to increase the volume of 

available homes by 2020.

The occupational areas of projected highest demand are 

construction trades supervisors with an anticipated increase of 

2.4% a year on average, architects (2.2% increase) and 

surveyors (2.1% increase).

In the Autumn statement the Chancellor has announced a 

£2.3bn housing infrastructure fund to help provide 100,000 

new homes in high-demand areas and £1.4bn to deliver 

40,000 extra affordable homes.
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Construction outlook

Hinkley Point

The UK government has given the go-ahead for the French and 

Chinese financed nuclear power station at Hinkley Point in Somerset. 

It will deliver 7% of our electricity in the UK when most other nuclear 

power stations will have closed down.

The construction will provide 25,000 jobs. At its peak, 5,600 people will 

work on site. The finished power plant will employ 900 people.

The low-carbon electricity will help towards our climate goals and will 

provide an economic stimulus during construction and operation.
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For more information please contact

Adam Knight, Market Analyst

01329 227048

analytics@carbon60global.com

Website:http://www.carbon60global.com/pages/default.aspx

Twitter: https://twitter.com/carbon60global

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/carbon60Recruitment

Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/company/126811

Contact us

Carbon60 is a specialist in providing flexible and cost effective engineering and technical 

people solutions on an international scale. We work in partnership through a combination of 

recruitment, managed services and outsourced projects to help connect the best industry 

professionals and teams to dynamic businesses across aviation, construction, government & 

defence. 
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