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In 2015 the Defence industry turned over £24bn, an increase 

of £2bn from 2014, which is 18% growth in the last 5 years.

The UK is the 2nd largest exporter in the world with the 

average value of exports at £7.7bn between 2010-2014.

Following the Autumn statement, the UK export funding 

capacity has now been doubled, hopefully increasing the 

export value in future.

69% of UK defence companies employ apprentices and 

trainees totalling 4,300 out of the 142,000.

Productivity* has increased by 29% over the past five years, 

compared to an increase of just 2% in the rest of the economy. 

Many suggest that this is a clear indication that investment in 

Defence R&D delivers a valuable return and contributes to our 

national prosperity.

The average salary in the industry is £39,000, 44% more than 

the UK average
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*Productivity

Productivity is an economic measure of output per unit of input. Inputs 

include labour and capital, while output is typically measured in 

revenues and other gross domestic product (GDP) components such 

as business inventories.
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The growth of the industry is anticipated to continue, with 

nearly half of defence companies expecting to grow by 10%

or more in the next 12 months.

71% of Defence companies are increasing investment in 

R&D, Engineering and Production.

In April 2016, it was announced that the budget for defence 

would be increasing to £35bn, the first increase in 6 years.

The UK has committed to NATO’s target to spend 2% of 

GDP on defence for the rest of the decade and to increase 

the defence budget every year by 0.5 per cent above 

inflation until 2021. 

By 2020/21, defence spending will grow by almost £5bn to 

£39.7bn.
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Strategic Defence and Security Review

The government has identified the following areas of investment to keep the 

UK safe:  

Kitting out an expeditionary force of 50,000, buying F35s more quickly, 

new armoured vehicles, two new aircraft carriers 

The UK leads the way in avionics, systems and sensors and will soon 

launch an £800M innovation initiative to keep ahead of the curve.

In the face of global danger, the UK acknowledges that we must stand 

together. Having already begun providing critical intelligence and training 

local forces, a further £500M will be invested in expanding our global 

footprint. 
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For more information please contact

Adam Knight, Market Analyst

01329 227048

analytics@carbon60global.com

Website:http://www.carbon60global.com/pages/default.aspx

Twitter: https://twitter.com/carbon60global

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/carbon60Recruitment

Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/company/126811

Contact us

Carbon60 is a specialist in providing flexible and cost effective engineering and technical 

people solutions on an international scale. We work in partnership through a combination of 

recruitment, managed services and outsourced projects to help connect the best industry 

professionals and teams to dynamic businesses across aviation, construction, government & 

defence. 
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